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empty coffin, but bless yer, chile, der devil would n't let Mr. Ivey rest dar 
while his brother's 'mains was a-bleachin' out in der sun an' rain, so he 
was jes natch'ly sont down in der swamp ter find Mr. Jakey's poor ole 
bones, an' dar he hunts an' hunts wid a lighted pine knot, all in ermong 
der cypress knees. Unc' Jim he 's done seed him lots er times when he 's 
been runnin' der drain wheel dark rainy nights. Yes, he 's done seed him 
a-tearin' an' a-lopin' over dem ridges, his pine knot a blazin' an' a flamin' 
spite of der rain, an' he can't stop nor rest kase he 's druv all der time by 
dem bad sperits following him an' tormentin' him. 

" Dem trashy young niggers do say as how dat light dancin' an' bobbin' 
in der swamp 'round der drainin' wheel an' un'er de ole oak is er Jack- 
lantern — but me an' Unc' Jim, we knows it's Mr. Ivey a-huntin'fer Mr. 
Jakey's bones." 

Mrs. C. V. Jamison. 

New Orleans, La. 

The Cottonwood-Tree : Louisiana Superstition. — The perpetual 
movement of the cottonwood-tree was explained by the same narrator as 
follows : — 

" Well, chile, yer see dis was what my ole Miss useter tell me. Dem 
same kind er trees growed in dat garden whar der blessed Lord prayed der 
night afore he was crucified, an' when Judas cum dar along 'er dem sol- 
diers ter 'tray der Lord an' take him erway ter nail him on der cross, dey 
done chop down one of dem trees and made der Saviour ob der world tote 
it up ter Calvery. An' dey made der cross outen it, an' dem trees sensed 
how it was der blessed Lord what was gwine ter suffer an' die on one of 
'em, and dey jes tuk ter tremblin' an' shiverin' with fear. An' dey never 
stop yit, an' never will while one of dem grows, kase dey is der kind er tree 
what der cross of Calvery were made of." 

De Witch-'ooman an' de Spinnin'-Wheel. The Witch prevented 
from reentering her Skin : a Tale from Louisiana. — One time dey 
wuz a man whar rid up at night ter a cabin in de eedge o' de swamp. He 
wuz dat hongry an' ti'd dat he say ter hissef : " Ef I kin git a hunk o' 
co'n-pone and a slice o' bakin', I doan kur what I pays ! " On dat here 
come a yaller-ooman spankin' out'n de cabin. She wuz spry on her foot 
ez a catbird, an' her eyes wuz sof an' shiny. She ax de man fer ter light 
an' come in de cabin, an' git some supper. An' Lawd ! how he mouf do 
water when he cotch a glimpst er de skillet on de coals ! He luk it so well 
dat he stay ; an' he sot eroun' in dat cabin ontwel he git so fat dat de 
grease fa'r run out'n he jaws when he look up at de sun. De yaller-'ooman 
she spen' her time cookin' fer him, an' waitin' on him wi' so much oberly, 
dat at las' de man, he up an' marry dat yaller-'ooman. 

At fus' dey git erlong tollable well, but a'ter erwhile he gin ter notice 
dat sump'n curus 'bout dat yaller-'ooman. She ain' never in de cabin when 
he wake up in de night time ! So, he mek up his min' fer ter spy on her. 
He lay down one night on de fo' pos' bed in de cornder, ten' luk he sleep. 
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De yaller-'ooman watch him out'n de een o' her eye, an' when she hear 
him gin a sno' (caze cose he 'ten luk he sno') she jump up an' pat a juba in 
de middle o' de flo'. Den she reach down a big gridi'on fum de wall, an' 
rake out some coals, an' haul de big spinning-wheel close ter de ha'th. 
Den, she sot herse'f down on dat gridi'on, an' soon ez it wuz red-hot she 
'gin ter spin her skin off'n her body on de spinnin'-wheel. " Tu'n an' 
spin, come off skin, tu'n an' spin, come off skin." An' fo' de Lawd, de 
skin come off'n dat witch-'ooman's body, berginning at de top o' her head, 
ez slick es de shush come off de ear o' corn. An' when it wuz fa'r off, dan 
she wuz a gret big yaller cat. Den, she tuk her skin an chuck it onder de 
bed. "Lay dar, skin," she say, "wi'dat fool nigger sno'in' in de bed, 
ontwel I come back. I gwine ter ha' some fum, I is." 

Wi' dat she jump out'n de winder an' lope off. Soon ez she wuz gone 
de man, he jump out'n de bed an' tuk out skin an' fill it plum full o' salt 
an' pepper, un' th'ow it back onder de bed. Den he crope out an' watch 
thro' de key-hole ontwel de witch-'ooman come home. She laugh whilse 
she wuz rakin' out de skin fum onder -de bed, an' shakin' herse'f inter it. 
But when she feel de salt an' pepper, she laugh on de yether side her mouf. 
She moan an' groan so you kin hear her a mile ! But she ain able ter git 
out'n dat skin, an' de man watch her thoo de key-hole twel she fall down 
an' die on de flo'. 

Mrs. M. E. M. Davis. 

New Orleans, La. 
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Publications of the Folk-Lore Society LIII. [1903]. County Folk-Lore. 
Vol. IV. Printed Extracts No. 6. Examples of Printed Folk-Lore con- 
cerning Northumberland collected by M. C. Balfour and edited by 
Northcote W. Thomas. Published for the Folk-Lore Society by David 
Nutt, 57-59 Long Acre, London, 1904. Pp. xv, 180. 
Publications of the Folk-Lore Society LI. [1902]. Folk-Lore of the 
Musquakie Indians of North America and Catalogue of Musquakie 
Beadwork and other Objects in the Collection of the Folk-Lore Society 
by Mary Alicia Owen. With eight Plates and figures in the text. 
Published for the Folk-Lore Society by David Nutt. London, 1904. 
Pp. ix, 147. 

The President of the Society, in his preface to this book of Northumber- 
land folk-lore, observes that its smallness, as compared with previous vol- 
umes, "is due, not to the paucity of Northumberland Folk-Lore to be 
recorded, but to the fact that so much of it has already seen the light in 
the publications of the Society." The topics considered are : Superstitious 
beliefs and practices (superstitions relating to natural objects, trees and 
plants, animals ; goblindom, witchcraft, leechcraft, magic and divination, 
superstition generally), traditional customs (festival, ceremonial customs, 



